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SUBJECT: TSORIO'S LATEST VIEWS 

1 . SECOND VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT ALFONSO OSORIO 
LUNCHED WITH ME FEBRUARY 7 AND MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS. 

2. ELECTIONS AND ELECTORAL LAW. OSORIO INDICATED THAT 
THE DRAFT ELECTORAL LAW WAS COMPLETE AND WOULD 
REQUIRE LITTLE FURTHER NEGOTIATION, THOUGH SOME POINTS STILL 
WERE OUTSTANDING, INCLUDING THE ISSUE OF THE MINIMUM PER- 
CENTAGE, WHICH A PARTY WOULD NEED TO GET SEATS IN THE LOWER 
HOUSE, AND SOME OF THE IMPORTANT MECHANISMS OF HANDLING BOTH 
LOWER AND UPPER HOUSE ELECTIONS, PLUS THE QUESTION OF ACCESS 
TO THE MEDIA FOR POLITICAL PARTIES, HE SAID HE THOUGH THE 
ELECTIONS DATE WOULD SOON BE ANNOUNCED. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE DATE OF THE ELECTORAL LAW SHOULD 
BE ANNOUNCED FIRST HE SAID THAT TO ANNOUNCE THE DATE NOW, 

EVEN THOUGH THE ELECTORAL LAW WAS NOT QUITE READY WOULD 
KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING AND PUT PRESSURE ON THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES TO GET THEMSELVES FULLY ORGANIZED. 

OSORIO CONFIRMED THAT A ROYAL COMMISSION WOULD BE SET 
UP TO RESPONSIBLE FOR A FAIR ELECTION. 
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3. SUAREZ TO RUN FOR PARLIAMENT? OSORIO SAID HE HAD 

TOLD BOTH SUAREZ AND THE KING THAT SUAREZ MUST NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE OPPOSITION FOR ELECTION TO THE PRESENTATION 
OF HIS CANDIDACY FOR ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT AS THE 
DECLARED LEADER OF THE CENTRO DEMOCRATICO IN ORDER 
TO ASSURE A GREATER MAJORITY BASE TO OPERATE FROM IN THE 
NEW CORTES. IF HE STATED ABOVE THE BATTLE HE WOULD 
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BE MORTGAGED TO THE CENTRO FOR THEIR SUPPORT, BUT 

WITHOUT AN FT .ECTOR AT, BASE OF HIS OWN. HE ALSO ARGUED 

THAT THE CENTRO WOULD HANG TOGETHER BETTER WITH SUAREZ 

THE RECONGIZED LEADER. I TOLD OSIRIO I WAS INCLINDED 

TO AGREE WITH HIS ARGUMENTS, BECAUSE IT WAS NATURAL 

THAT SUAREZ WOULD BE IDENTIFIED WITH SOME POLITICAL FORMATION. 

4. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT. OSORIO GAVE ME TO UNDER- 
STAND THAT EVEN IF THE FRANCO ERA INSTUTUTION OF THE 
NATIONAL MOVEMENT SHOULD BE BROKEN UP NOW AND A NEW 
MINISTRY CREATED TO HANDLE THE YOUTH AND CULTURE PROGRAMS OF 
THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT, THIS WOULD NOT REALLY 

CHANGE THE FACT THAT THE LOCAL LEVELS WOULD CONTUINE TO 
SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT IN THE ELECTIONS, SO THAT FRAGA'S 
AIANZA POPULAR WOULD NOT GET A GREAT DEAL OF SUPPORT 
AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. 

5. THE COMMUNISTS ISSUE. WITH THE INSTITUTION PERHAPS 
AT THE FEBRUARY 8 CABINET MEETING, OF A NEW PARTY 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURE THE ISSUE OF THE LEGALITY OF 
THE COMMUNISTS PARTY WOULD BECOME A MATTER FOR THE 
COURTS TO DECIDE. OSORIO SAID HE BELIEVED IT WOULD 

BE DESIRABLE FOR THE COURTS TO RULE PRIOR TO THE 
ELECTIONS THAT THE PCE IS ILLEGAL. THIS WOULD PREVENT 
THEM FROM APRTICIPATING AS SUCH IN THE ELECTIONS THOUGH 
THE COMMUNISTS WOULD PRESENT INDIVIDUAL CANDIDACIES 
(PRESEUMABLY IN AN "INDEPENDENT " ALLIANCE. OTHERWISE 
HE FEARED THAT IF THE PARTY WERE FOUND LEGAL AND 
ABLE TO PARTICIPATE UNDER ITS OWN NAME, THIS WOULD 
PUSH PEOPLE IN THE CENTER IN THE DIRECTION OF THE 
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ALIANZA POPULAR. AFTER THE ELECTIONS, THE PARTY COULD 
BE LEGALIZED. 

6. 1 ASKED HIM HOW THEY WOULD LEGALIZE THE PARTY AFTER 
THE ELECTION. HE SAID BY CHANGING THE PENAL CODE. I 
I ASKED WHETHER IT MIGHT NOT BE EASIER TO DEAL WITH THE 
MATTER NOW IF VARIOUS GROUPS INCLUDING THE MILITARY 
COULD BE BROUGHT TO ACCEPT A COURT DECISION ACCEPTING 
PCE REGISTRATION RATHER THAN WAITING UNTIL AFTER THE 
ELECTION WHEN THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW CORTES WOULD 
HAVE TO GO THROUGH THE TREMENDOUSLY SENSITIVE POLICIAL 
ACT OF CHANGING THE PENAL CODE. IUDICAIL DETERMINATION 
NOW WOULD BE EASER THAN A POLITICAL ONE LATER. ALSO, 

PERMITTING PARTICIPATION OF INDEPENDENT COMMUNIST 
CANDIDATES WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS. THE GOS WOULD 
PRESUMABLY HAVE TO PROHIBIT POLITICAL RALLIES BY THE 
COMMUNISTS WHO WOULD RUN AS MARTYS WITH SYMPATHY 
FROM NON COMMUNISTS POLITICIANS. MARTYR STATUS WOULD 
ONLY INCREASE THEIR FAIRLY LOW SUPPORT AND CAUSE THE 
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GOVERNMENT CREDIBILITY PROBLEMS. OSORIO TOOK THESE 
POINTS SOME OF WHICH HE CLEARLY HAD NOT GIVEN MUCH 
THOUGH TO BEFORE, ESPECIALLY THE DELICATE QUESTION OF 
CHANGING THE PENAL CODE IN THE NEW CORTES. HIS REMARKS 
ON SOCIALIST FERMENT ARE INCLUDED IN A SEPTEL ON THAT 
SUBJECT (MADRID 1024).STABLER 
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